Underage Drinking: A Community Challenge

Underage drinking is a subject of serious concern for local area.  According to the 2007 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 47% of New Hanover County youth had consumed at least one drink of alcohol and 30% reported binge drinking (consuming 5 or more drinks in a row within a couple of hours)  within the last 30 days. In addition, 28% of high school aged students reported riding in a car or other vehicle with someone who had been drinking alcohol. 

Two recognized risk factors linked to underage drinking include availability and parent/adult tolerance.  For example, Alcohol Law Enforcement (A.L.E.) found that between 2007 and 2008 16% of randomly selected local stores sold to underage purchasers.  It is the mission for The Cape Fear Coalition for A Drug-Free Tomorrow to support the community’s commitment to change attitudes, encourage action and mobilize community members and organizations around the issues of underage drinking, impaired driving and substance abuse.  As a result, one of our initial projects was discovering how many stores within New Hanover County were selling alcohol without requesting identification to verify the legal age of alcohol purchasers.  

Alcohol Availability to Underage Purchasers:

The primary goal of this project was, and continues to be, the elimination in the sale of alcohol to underage purchasers. Between November 2008 and December 2009 members of the Cape Fear Coalition for A Drug-Free Tomorrow surveyed 152 stores and discovered 26 percent (40 stores) of them to be non-compliant.  As a result, once a non-complaint store was identified we contacted the store management to inform them of the non-compliance and offered to work with them to improve employee compliance.  This included providing: 

1) stickers to post on coolers to  inform alcohol purchasers that proper identification would be requested,

2)  stickers to post near the cash register which list a 6-step instruction on how to appropriately check identification,

3) Information about free training opportunities provided by the NC Alcohol Beverage Control Commission and A.L.E. 

With the first phase of our project complete, our second phase will entail returning to stores to find out if they remain non-complaint.

Underage drinking is a serious social problem that is an important issue for our entire community.  Effectively addressing alcohol availability through lax identification at stores is one clear way to make a difference.  We are encouraged by the results and have begun to see the willingness of store management to improve their identification standards. Together we can make a difference!

If you are interested in learning more about the Coalition or how to become involved please visit our website at: http://www.capefearcoalition.com.
